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Member Presentations 
for October’s online meeting 


The Peregrine Falcons of Devil’s Kitchen 
Raising a family in 2019 
Presented by Carol Hall 


The location: 

River cliff along Woady Yaloak creek, Piggoreet. I visited the 
nest site 1-3 times a week for 2-4 hours depending on the stag- 
es of growth, the weather and general inclination! 

In October I found the female hunkered down low in the nest 
bowl with the male bringing food in. At this first visit I think 
that she was sitting on newly hatched chicks, judging by the 
size of the chicks I saw on the next visit, but because the nest 
was higher than eye level it wasn’t possible to see down into it. 


Photography: 

I parked the car in the shade of a large wattle and set the cam- 
era on a monopod, leaning it into the angle of the open driver’s 
door. I deliberately did not walk further 

forward into a nearer, exposed position for fear of spooking the 
birds. 

When the adults were moving in and out I used continuous 
high-speed bursts with shutter speeds of 1/2000 or more, other- 
wise single shots. 


Watching them: 

The eggs are incubated 29 - 33 days, taking another 42 - 46 
days to fledge. The chicks remain with their parents up to an- 
other 2 months. As their feathers grew they were brown and 
blended well with the colour of the rusty weathered basalt. The 
oldest chick dominated the pecking order. 

Initially the male parent hunted and brought a bird to the nest 
where the female plucked it, then tore flesh off to feed chicks. 
If they didn’t want any more food the female ate the remains, 
often flying off with it to perch elsewhere. 

When fledging and “wingercising” the oldest chick dominated 
the nesting space, the others taking up submissive postures to 
the side and back of the ledge. 

After all three left the nest they would perch high up on the 
cliff and gather together in order to receive food from either 
parent. They lack the yellow ceres colour and eye ring of their 
parents. As small chicks their feet always seemed to be huge, 
out of proportion to the rest of their bodies! 


General information: 
Peregrines are distributed world-wide from the Arctic to the 


tropics but not NewZealand. IUCN rates them as least concern. 
They always nest on cliffs or similar types of locations on city 
skyscrapers to be free of ground predators. They do not build a 
nest, they utilise the shape of the ledge. They eat medium-sized 
birds, and occasionally small mammals and reptiles. 
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Many thanks to Carol Hall for presenting a fascinating in- 
sight into the lives of Peregrine Falcons. Her observation 
skills are matched with her extraordinary photographic 


skills. 


Quite a turn on! 
Attracting Insects by Light Trapping 


Bull Elder presented a series of close up photos of moths and other 
insects at night. He first pointed out that budding entomologists can 
very easily spot and photograph moths during the day, even some 
quite cryptic ones. But there are many species that are active only at 
night. Light traps have proven to be an excellent method of trapping 
insects for collection or study. 
One simple way of using a light trap is to leave the back porch light 
on and check underneath or around it for moths, bugs, flies, etc. 
You can also wear a headlamp to inspect the walls of your shed, 
house or carport for creatures crawling around at night. 
Many insects are sensitive to UV light, so lights that give off UV 
rays can be a non-destructive way of observing insects at night. 
Bull recently bought a Mercury Vapour Lamp set up from an 
entomological supplier. It consists of a ew —~4 . 
globe containing mercury in gas form, a 
ceramic lamp holder and a large, and quite 
heavy, metal control box. The control box 
has the wiring that starts the lamp and 
maintains a constant current, and also al- 
lows the lamp to warm up slowly after 
peng turned off and on again. 
RECS 2 4 a _The lamp is 240v, but only 40W, but very 
ii. bright. At such low wattage, it was quite 
* suitable to operate with an off-grid solar 

“) power supply. 
oe ») Once wired up by an electrician, it was 

aint 4 © ready to use. The electrician made a box to 
| be ay + house the lamp holder safely and attached a 
* handle. 
ae vapour emits visible light and ultraviolet (UV) light, a 
shorter wavelength than the visible light and this is what attracts 1n- 
sects, particularly moths. Why? The most likely reason 1s because 
moths use natural light sources for navigation, but the scientific jury 
is still out. 
Set up in the field 
Select a suitable spot near vegetation, but with some clear space 
around. Suspend a sheet on a rope or cable. Secured with pegs to 
prevent flapping. Place a tarp or sheet on the ground underneath the 
main sheet. 
Hang the light above the sheet. It can interfere with photography if 
not above. Connect to power via a long extension lead 
Plug it in and turn on. Wait for lamp to warm up — about 5 mins, and 
wait for the insects to come — it won’t take long. 


4 


Bull set up the lamp for the first time 
in mid-September on a veranda and 
attracted several nice local moths: 
Black geometrid 

(Melanodes anthracitaria) 

Tree Lucerne moth 

(Uresiphita ornithopteralis) 
Golden Grass Carpet 

(Anachloris subochraria) 

Dry Leaf Looper 

(Diodes siculoides) and a caddisfly (Tricoptera). 


Tree Lucerne Moth Tree Lucerne Moth 
Uresiphita ornithopteralis Uresiphita ornithopteralis 


Check the sheet at different times. You will find different species 
will appear at different times through- 
out the night. 
A range of creatures will also turn up 
at different times., ants, beetles, 
ichneumons (a type of wasp), Lace- 
wings, and mosquitoes, midges and 
flies are often attracted to lights. 
The catch will vary with weather 
conditions. Warm, still evenings with 
high humidity are best. If the weather 
." is cool, 
threaten- 
ing frost 
or windy, there will be less activity, and 
less species. 
Bill hopes to be able to set up the MV 
lamp up at future club meetings and 
other club events. 


June Beetle 
Xylonichus sp. 


Ichneumon 
Netelia sp. 


Great Southern Bioblitz 2020—Ballarat Region 
Final results can now be reported. With 41 observers contributing 
observations to the project, we had 2,737 individual observations 
covering 718 different species. This was for a total of 4 days from 
Sept 25 to 28. 
A total of 184 people also contributed to the catch by making 4604 
identifications. (Ed: Stats given are at time of printing) 
Observations came in from all over Ballarat and beyond, from Rise 
and Shine Reserve 1n the north to Wallinduc in the south and from 
Lake Wongan Wildlife Reserve in the west to Ingliston 1n the east. 
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The area for the Ballarat Great Southern Bioblitz included parts of 
the surrounding shires as well as Ballarat districts. 


Nodding Greenhood 
Pterostylis nutans 
won the prize for 
most observed 
species, proving it 1s 
widespread in our 
part of the world. 


(Photo: Vireya J.) 


Breakups of the various statistics are shown below. The vast majori- 
ty of observations were of plants (62%), followed by insects (14%), 
birds(8%) and fungi (7%). 

The list of organisms recorded 1s impressive. 

Thank you to all the contributors who took part in this event. 
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Observations Identifications 


© Unknown ® Arachnids 
| F @ Protozoans @® Ray-Finned F... 
® Research Grade ad bid athe @ Fungi @ Amphibians 
~ Needs ID ‘a Supporting ® Plants ® Reptiles 
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Bioblitz Top 10 
Rank User Observations Species 
- 953 260 
- E 261 120 
3 © 170 81 
4 > 169 101 
9 eu 169 113 
6 é <j 139 89 
7 €3 95 70 
—— 
g G1 4 91 56 
9 @ 90 49 
10 R 86 53 


2020 Stella Bedggood Memorial Lecture 
Friday November 6th at 7.30pm 
(online via Zoom meeting.) 
Guest speaker: 
Professor Susan Lawrence, Dept History and Archaeology, LaTrobe 
University. 
All welcome 


(Link to be sent out on Wednesday Nov 6th. If you don’t receive it 
by 4.00pm Friday please contact Bill Elder for assistance. ) 


New Trust For Nature property in Scarsdale 
It’s official! “Stringybark”, 8 hectares (20 acres) of open eucalypt 


woodland in Scarsdale, owned by Bill and Kathy Elder, has been 
officially granted a Trust For Nature Covenant. 

The legally binding addition to the property title applies to 6.1 ha of 
bush which boasts numerous eucalypt species including the rare 
Yarra Gum (E. yarraensis), orchids, native shrubs and wildflowers. 
It is also home to over 50 bird species. 
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. The process took 12 
_4 months to achieve with 
ve COVID-19 slowing some 
~ # parts of it down. The 
—_ ss Covenant is a vital part 
ail ~ . y of Stringybark’s 
— an . vegetation management 
plan. 
The Elders are keen to 
show visitors around 
their newly protected 
land which is designated 
Land for Wildlife, and is 
also a Sanctuary under 
the Wildlife Land Trust 
(administered by the 
Human Society 
International). 
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STOP PRESS 
Botanist and author, lan Clarke will be presenting at December’s 
club meeting. Grass identification is the topic and rumour has it 
that we may be able to attend in person to see and hear Ian talk! 
Stay tuned for more news on this COVID-Safe development . 
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This year’s Wild Pollinator Count coincides with Australia’s 
“Pollinator Week”, so with national attention on pollinators, there’s 
no better time to get out there and do some observing and counting. 
For more details on what to do and when, get online at: 
https://wildpollinatorcount.com — and 

https ://www.australianpollinatorweek.org.au 


FrogID Week is Australia’s Biggest Frog Count, held annually for 

Australians to help record frog calls through the free FrogID app, as 
a measurement of frog health and distribution around the nation. 

It aims to monitor frog distributions over time, helping us to under- 
stand how frogs and their ecosystems are responding to a changing 

planet. 


FrogID Week takes place Friday Nov 6 to Sunday Nov 15, 2020 


The FrogID app, run by Australian Museum, consists of three parts - 
EXPLORE - a guide to Australian 
Frogs with photos and recorded 
sounds of each species to train 
you to identify frog calls. 
RECORD - record frog calls for 
up to one minute. Register your 
app with the Australian Museum 
and send sound files and notes on 
the habitat direct to them. 
PROFILE - gives access to your 
recorded frog sound files. Experts can review your records and sug- 
gest/confirm IDs. 

I have found that it 1s quite easy to download the sound files and also 
enter them into iNaturalist so that they become part of the FNCB 
iNaturalist records. 
Andy Arnold 


Excerpts from the Club Meeting held Friday October xx, 2020 
25 members and two visitors attended via Zoom. 
Chris and Anna Baulch were apologies 


Minutes of the previous Meeting 
Motion: that the Minutes of the previous Meeting (Sep. 4, 2020) be 


accepted as a true and correct record. 
Moved: C. Hall Seconded: K. Elder Carried. 


Business Arising from Previous Club Meeting on Sep. 4, 2020 
Bull Elder to write a letter to City of Ballarat requesting a number of 


actions to improve the safety of Black Swans and other waterbirds 
and wildlife around Lake Wendouree. Done. 


Business Arising from Correspondence: 
* FNCB to nominate a proxy or representative to attend the Ballarat 


Environment Network (BEN) AGM on October 22. If there 1s an 
FNCB member that isn’t a BEN member that would like a ticket to 
the BEN AGM as an FNCB representative, contact Emily, otherwise 
Bul Elder will represent FNCB at the AGM. 

* Consider renewal of annual membership with BEN ($25 for annual 
sroup membership). 

Motion: That FNCB renew its annual membership of Ballarat Envi- 
ronment Network. 


Moved: C. Dalman Seconded: G. Lunt Carried. 
Treasurer's Report: October 2020 

Opening bal: $10,932.43 

Income $55.79 

Expenses $812.23 

Closing bal: $10,175.99 


Motion: that the Treasurer’s Report be accepted and two invoices 
tabled be approved for payment. 
Moved: K. Elder Seconded: J. Petheram Carried. 


General Business 

Great Southern BioBlitz held from Sep. 25-28: as at 12pm today, 
there were 81,908 observations uploaded worldwide as part of the 
BioBlitz. For the Ballarat region as at 12pm today, there had been 
2246 observations, 613 species, 148 identifiers and 34 observers for 
the BioBlitz. The deadline to upload records to be included in the 
BioBlitz is October 8. Club member Indra Bone has uploaded 802 
records covering 234 species, an incredible tally four times that of 
the next closest participant. 
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Creswick Trails Project update: 

John P had the opportunity to get out into the proposed project area 
with Susan Kruss and David Cook last week. David was able to 
share his knowledge of a fifth Chinese Garden, the heritage values of 
which are significant. Through Susan’s research into the history of 
the FNCB, she has discovered that heritage values have always been 
a key part of the puzzle in terms of advocating for the protection and 
conservation of natural values. 


A Pop-up Wildflower Walk in Woowookarung will begin on Sunday 
October 25 and continue for a week, sign-posted from Katy Ryans 
Road with about 20 plants labelled with information. 


Field Reports 
Andy saw his first Yellow Admiral (Vanessa itea) in his garden in 


Alfredton this week which sat on a lettuce leaf allowing itself to be 
photographed. Andy also found a couple of Yarra Gums (Eucalyptus 
yarraensis) on the western boundary of Flax Mill Swamp in 
Cardigan, along with a Swamp Harrier. 


Emily reported finding Billy Buttons (Craspedia variabilis) and 
Small Gnat-orchids (Cyrtostylis reniformis) at Clarkesdale Bird 
Sanctuary, the first records of either species in the reserve, bringing 
the number of indigenous plants recorded at the Sanctuary to 318. 


Robert has been made aware of a pair of Magpies nesting in a huge 
Eucalypt in town, and reported that he has Crimson Rosellas nesting 
in a nesting box in his backyard. 


AUSSIE BACKYARD 


BIRD COUNT 


19-25 OCTOBER 2020 Ce 


birdlife 


Birdlife’s 2020 Bird Count is complete and they are reporting 
over 5 million birds counted—the largest ever. 
For more information and statistics, go to: 
https://aussiebirdcount.org.au/ 
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Excursions Are Back!! 
Owing to popular demand, the committee has agreed | 
to commence regular excursions now that COVID19 «© 
restrictions have been eased. All members will soon 
receive invitations to attend up-coming excursions. 
Leaders will limit the numbers to 10 people - first 
come, first served. 
Extra people nominating to attend will go on a list to 
fill spaces if they become available. We don’t want 
anyone to miss out, so please be patient and reasona- 
ble about this. 
We have three excursions so far:- a mid-week trip to Clarkesdale, led 
by Emily Noble, on Tuesday Nov 3rd; one to Mt Beckworth, Clunes 
with John Gregurke on Sunday Nov 8th; 
finally, Val Hocking will lead a visit to Sparrow Ground Reserve, 
Ballarat 1 in the afternoon of Wednesday Nov 1! 1th. 

neuen If you'd like to go, please register. But for 

pS a now, you can only choose one excursion. We 

will also ask participants to fill in an 
“emergency details” form to rine and you 


m= Of course, if outside gathers rules change, 
we will also change. Thanks. 


Committee 
President Bill Elder 
Vice Pres Margaret Rich 
Secretary Emily Noble 
Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Andy Arnold 
John Gregurke 
Les Hanrahan 
Val Hocking 
Graeme Lunt 
John Petheram 


Correspondence: PO Box 328W, Ballarat West, 3350 
Email: Secretary:- Emily Noble 

Editor: Bul Elder 

Treasurer Kathy Elder 
Website: http://fieldnatballarat.wordpress.com 


Club email: ballaratfnc@gmail.com 
Meetings (live) are cancelled until further notice due to COVID-19. 
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